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 Archiepiſc. Cant. ſacris do- 


— 


To the Reader. 


" Had no Defipn to expoſe this Sermon to. 


- | Publick View and _— m thu Critical 
Age, and Clmate; but being Preach'd © 
in a Langmſhing Infirmity of Body, rendering - 
my Voice not audible to the greateſt part of a” 
Venerable, ample (ongregation ; I bave been +: 
ſollicited to tranſmit it to the Preſs for Expia- 
ting the Defailance of Eloquution in the Pulpit, 
that thoſe Religious e Advertiſements which va- | 
niſh'd in the Air, periſh'd in their Birth in the 
Temple , may be retained, revived, in the (o- 
ſet, that they may, by the Divine compaſſunate 
race, conduce to promote a Heavenly Conver- * 
Foe Earth. | 
. It hath been required of me as an Equitable 
Reparation to the Eye, ( the more exatt diffu- 
froe Teſt) for the diſappointment to the Far. © 
| The 


' The (od of Mercies and Purities grant that 
| it may x deep Impreſſion in the Hearts of 
| thoſe who ſhall vouch Jo to Read it ; to excite 
* them effettually to refiſt the Impulſe of Covetous 


* Aﬀettions, to dread to decline the too little re- 
| ſented, yet. too much prattiſed plauſible Impiety, 
| darling Idolatry of Mammon. 


Luke 16. 9g. 


T ſay unto you, make to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs ; that when ye fail, they may receive 
Jos into Everlaſting Habitations. | 


NN /F Y Text is Perbum Diet, it is part of the Gol- 
N/ | pel for this Day, it is the Cloze-and the 
;F A. Luſtre of a Parable, (the Style of the pri- 
mitive Eaſtern Rhetorick for Inſtruction. ) The Stru- 
| ture of the Parable holds reſemblance with that of 
the Temple of. Jeruſalem ; for the Porch, the out- 
ward and the inward Courrt. | 
_ . - The- Introduftion is not the - Porch of Solomon, 
bur. of Chriſt, he ſaid to his Diſciples in Yer. 1. This 
Gate of the Temple may.cruly venerably be called 
Beautiful, | | 
The three Parables, recorded in the immediate pre-. 
cedent Chapter, of the loſt Sheep, the loſt Groar, and 
the prodigal Son, were moulded for the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ' to lance their Boſom Impoſthume_of Spi- 
ritual Pride and Arrogance, who, in being imaginary 
Saints, . became. real Miſcreants. The Parable of the 
unjuſt Steward: recited in this Chaprer is calculated for 
another. Meridian, not for. the Judaical Synagogue, 
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 -” An-Advertiſement for his ſele& Train, his figna 
Diſciples, who like Eaptes foaring atoft did caft a 
glance on the Prey below ; whilſt their Profeſſions 
were raiſed to heavenly Enjoyments, their Aﬀections 
were ſomewhat depreſt by Earthly : Though pure 
' Bullion: from. the: Ore, yet not yer: enticely whded 
© - from the Furnace, not without an Alloy of Dyok, a 
Mixture of Rubbiſh. To cure this ſpreading: Mala- 
- dy, Chriſt enwraps his Doſe in a_ Parable. 
To unveil the Narration of the Parable ;-' Comn- 


” - mentators underſtand the certain Rich man m/the 


firſt Verſe. ta be Chriſt, (verus a true, though not 
merus Homo a mere man, in St,, Auſtin's Exprei- 
| on) the ſole Proprictary, the Losd' paramount of all | 
# the Treaſures of the Earth, and of Heaven; -alfo that 

” illuſtrious City reſplendent with Sereets of Gold and 
' _ Gates of Pearls. Theophylaft and. Eathymins expannd 
; the Steward in the firſt Verſe to be.a wealthy perfo- 
nage, improved in Fortune, yet not eifrenches; not 
diſcharged from his dependance, not ſo-properly en- 
dowed asintruſted, impeacht. he is for his Falene miiſ- 
employed ;. it is a Bill of Waſt, feoupmitor, in Fer. n. 
ſcarcering, imbezeling his Maſters: Gqods: The Acen- 
ſation is recited, but the Accufers concealed:: Satan 
| * who isa ſmooth Tempter to ſuggeſt, to ſolicit Guilr, 
| becomes a ſharp-Orator te charge, . ta aggravate.it: -; 
* - Every humane Offence callaiee, . im ſome.cafes,-inx- 
portunes, clamors for the: divine Judgmint.” The 
Offenders perhaps laſt, yet not his leaſt Accuſer'is, his 
own Conſaence, this ſecret Whiſper is more terrifying 
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The Acculations are varied, yet Chriſt arraigns, ex- 
amins, before he dooms : not like Auguſtus, precipi- 
rate. Sentence without the Traverſe, withour X « Me- 
thod of Indictment, againſt the Inhabitants of Peruſz- 
am ; Moriendum, they mult die. It ſuits hot with the 
Track, the Cuſtom of the Iſtaeliciſh, not of jc. x. 5:1. 


_ the Roman Papan Juſtice, ro condemn any 325-16: 


one unheard. Chrift affords the Perſon charged in this 
Parable Liberty to aflay to vindicate himſelt in Yer. 2. 


. Gre an account. of thy Stewardſhip, of thy Foftune, of 


thy Office, thy Knowledge, thy Talent whatſoever ; 
as ſome tun varieties of Deſcants on this Note. 
Every Stroke of AfMiction, every laſh of Conſci- 
ence. is a kind of Reckoning berwixt God and Man 
for cach of theſe : .God righteouſly deprives men of 
thoſe Talems, thoſe Enjoyments, which they unrigh- 
teouſly manage. Ic is a Sf onfblac Sentence pronoun- 
ced in Yer. 2. Thou canſt be no longer Steward, Some 
determine this to be execiited at the Hour of Death. 
Before the fatal time of Diſſolution,God may reduce 
the wealthieſt Perſonages to Penury, the greateſt Po- 
tentates to Impotency, the molt ſubtle politick Stariſts, 
the moſt accurate Artiſts,to Folly, to Infatuation Alber- 
tus the great was bereaved of his great Stock of Know- 
ledge three years before he died. The Steward ſentenced 
in the Parable was at firſt dampr and chil'd,ſtaggered in 


Perplexity of ' Mind';- he was too nice and delicate to 
be. a Labourer, (dig he could:no:) he was too haughty 
and arrogant to be aPctitioner,(to beg hewas aſhamed) 
however: he is not long deſticure of an unholy Clue 
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 bligation on his Maſters Debtors'by his. own 'Tranſ- 
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co-wind him out of this Labyrinth. ' He lays an O- 


reflion, ingratiates and depraves himſelf, contrives 
is Iniquity to be his Support ; andyet the Lord com- 
| ——_ the unjuſt Steward. It ſounds a Riddle, that 
he whoſe Injuſtice was his Deſign, his Artifice, that he 
who was injuriouſly bountiful, diſhoneſtly liberal, 
ſhould be. extolled by that Maſter whom he had de- 
frauded. | SO: 

To diſpel this Clond ; The Lord commended the 
Subtilty , not the Integrity of this falſe Steward, his. 
- Wir not his Grace. - For. the Children of this World, are 
mn their Generation, wiſer than the Children of Light. Fer. 8. 

It is not — _ wiſe, bur geprmwreeg: mr 
wily, | more crafty, ſerpentine, (the S t devou 
the Dove, Wiſdom, ye only in the Fulniene of 
S. Auſtin, but of Ariſtotle alſo, is the Knowledge of 
divine PerfeCtions ; Philoſophers decipher it to be ſpe- 
culative, the Fathers ſtate it to be ative. Ir is Sapren- 
tia, quaſs ſapida ſcientia, ſaith Gerſon, Wiſdom..is a Savo- - 
ry Science, not contemplative bur afteftive, net feat- 
edin the Brain, but in the Heart, which is beſt dif- 
cern'd by the Pulſe "of the Hand. . | 


Prudence is of a lower Size, Cunning is of a cour- 


 _ ſer Meal, leſs refined and ſublimated. They who 
 . are addicted, devoted to ſecular Intereſts, may chal- 


' lenge a Preheminence in this Faculty, they are wiſer 
in their kind, in genere ſuo, as Beza renders it, more 
exa&_Intelligencers in their Orb: Bur'ic is an excen- 

trick. Orb ; more expert in their Way, butit is a dark 
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_ tofer off corrupt Ations, like tainted Wate with fair: 
Colours, with falſe Varniſhes.- They are wiſer for-an 


 - The Minions of the Earth, the Sages of the World,.” 
their Virtues, to ſave their Souls. Leaſt we ſplit on 


neſs, that when. ye fail, they may receive you into everlaſting-. 
' Habitations. | | 


" teonuſneſs. The Reward animates, crowns our perfor- 
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of the-Employment ir (elk. 
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4 crooked Way ; better Sophiſters, [mnoother Paraſites 


Age, not for Eternity; it is not # in their Genera-' © 
tion as we render it, but «« for their Generation, ſuc-- 
ceſſion, alſo to entail, to ſecure their Revenues to'thelr 

Families, Poſterities, to derive, to fix the Iſſues of their: . 
Sins to the Iflues of their Loins. 

are more circumſpect , diligent to preſerve, to en- 
hance their Eſtates, than the Candidates for Heaven,. 
than the Diſciples of the Sanctuary are to improve 


this Rock, Chriſt a becomes our Pilot to ftcer- 
our Courſe in a right Channel ro a Port of Bliſs. 
Make to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 


_ My Text 'brancheth: it ſelf- into- a- Precept, and a 
Reward: The Precept deſcribes, regulates our Duty :- 
Make to your ſelves «Friends of the Mamman of. Unrigh- 


mance : 'That they may receive you into everlaſting Habi- 
tations The former Part is an- Introduction to the- 
Jarter, for the: Diſciples of Jerdfalem, as the Temple 
of Virtue was a Paſfage to that of Honour, for the 
Votaries of Rome.  In+:the' firlt-General I ſhall by di- 
vine: Aﬀfiſtance offer ar a diſtinct view.'of the Engine. - 
to be ermployed. The Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ; and- - 


"To. 
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'. ;, To make your ſelves Friends of. it ; this cransforms 
' a, Poyſon: to. a; Medicine, it extracts. an, Antidote our — 
| of a Viper, a. Viper that ſtings an unſanGified Soul, 
' envenoms it to Death. My firſt Task is the conſi- 
| deration of the Engine it (elt, ſer out ina black Hue, 
iff a branded Character : The Mammon of Unrighteouſ< 
"a Ancient and Modern have varieties of Con- 
jectures touching the name and nature, the Phraſe . 
-and Importance of Manamon. I-ſhall no ſpend time 
- nicely: and critically: ro diſculs whether, Manamen be 
- of an Hebrew, Chaldaick or Syriack Extraction ; molt 
* probably it is of a Syriack: Stock, | being nor” extant 
* mThe Hebrew Original, or in the Chaldee Paraphraſe 
| of the old Teſtament. - Tertullian. interprets Mammon 
| Mony, St. 4«/tin Gain, Hefychiys Treaſures, the margi- 
| nal Engliſh Illuſtration renders it Riches. It is Lombard's 
- Obſervation that Mammon denotes Wealth and the De- 
vil, both clad in the ſame Drefs, fhadowed out in the 
ſame name. . It is Satans magnificent Title of Gran- 
"Job. 12. 31. deur,. The Prince of ths Warld: when he pre- 
- ſented to Chriſt the Kingdoms of this World, whe- 
ther it were in adiſtin&t diſcqvery to the Eye or the 
' Phanraſie ; whether it were inthe Proſpe&t of a Map _ 
+ or Globe, or in the Klouriſh of Language, however 
| it was his ample Overture. Lake: 4. 6, All this Power 
* will T give unto thee, and the Glory of them, and to. wham- 
 ſoever 1 will, T give it. I ſhall not diſprove the;appa- 
: rent [nvalidity ' of his Title, his Intereſt: I ſhall: only; 
- obſerve the Sophiſtry of his .Tender. He produces, 
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| Pg Ge Gierier the Reſplenden- - 
cies of on Ward: burconceals the Troubles: the Tni- 
of ir. It is che orn-of Alem,Gen. 2.17. Carſed - 
nd for thy ſake. Liablc it is to a Curſe of Em- 
mn Un Unfarisfiednefs, wherein an abundance,a ſ\urpluf 
NG of a Sufficieacy ; liable it isto a Curſe 
Prophaneneſs, it ——_ man that poſſeſs it; the - 
name of the firſt — Cairiff ecard in the Scrip- | 
tare, Cam, denotes Poſſeſſion : the Treaſures of the _ 
Earth are the Borders of Hell, the Mines of Gold and 
Silver are at a Diſtance from Heaven ; the choi-. 
ccſt; thoſe of F 3] are the remoteſt from the Church. - 
 Fhe Moons the Emblem, the Repreſentative of 
the Church, which is Eclipfed by the Interpoſition of 
che Earth : Religio peperit divitias, & filia devora- Augultin. 
_ wit matrem, EK. brought: forth Wealth, and the 
Daughcer drvoured: ks: 06 Dogg The Jewels of the 
Egyprians ved Snares to the Ifiaclites, they —_— 
materials. tor, their Idolatry : Jeſhurun waxed fat, and 
kicked, Deas. 32- 15. Plenty became a fertile womb of 
lacemperanceand JNOgpace 3 - EuguTiy mAvdiois axcoiony 
va}, faith Euripides ; it is ingrafted in thoſe that are | 
rich, to be leavenedy 10.be fivelted, and to be imbitre- 
red alfo. k is the Apoſtles. Ineerrogatory ; Do not rich- 
' men opprefs you?" Jam. 2.6. Ir was Salvian's patherical. 
complaint - of this. Gallican. Contempotaries, decernunt 
_ Potentes, quod ſolount Pauperes, the heav Fo Preffures. 
of: Taxes aze-laid on: the weakeſt Shoulders. 
- Theſe: meditations. wrought effeftually- on Arur ,. 
| an Onacle of rack, " y i IR ſs: 


and F 
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. .eyen Solowon himaſdlf in difguiſe, of that-name, inthe ' | 
| - Tudgmenr of ſome. Jewiſh ;. This conſiderari- 
| .on;{wayed, tran rel him. ſo. far, that, he: dreaded, 
* deprecated Wealth, which is-courted, homidged*+ by 
- -moſt;: Give me not riches, leſt T be full and deny thee, 
-: and ſay apho is the Lord? Prov. 30. 8.9. T was at eaſe, 
= ſaith Job 1.6. 12. it is Opulentus fui ; ; in the vulgar. La- 
. tin Tranſlation, "Twas. rich... Tlay a.Stumbling-block be- 
| fore bim: Ezek. 3:20. Vatablis *gloſſerh .it; I make.bim 
| to proſper. . The. Fulneſs of the Sodomites did deſpumare 
+ -in libidinem, (in Tertallian's Expreſſion) foam unto: Eaſci- 
| yiouſneſs, did meltinto.impure Dalliance ; their Riots 
| and Luſts were -the birter Fruits 'of a alelicious Soil. 
Toſephvs aſſerts that the Sadduces who: diſclaimed the 
| ReſurreCtion'of rhe Body, and the Inortality of. the 
' 'Soul, gained moſt Diſciples among, the. wealthieft ſort 
of Jews, who being furniſhed with the Revenues, cor-. 
-rypted: with rhe. Senſualities of this; life, diſcredited, 
p dilregarded the- Felicities, the Glories of the next,” .. 
' + When Philip King of Macedarveranſmitted a _ | 
- ſumprzious Preſent: ro Phocion, Phocion.di zande 
* he, rather than any other Abenian, was: d to: 
be obliged by ſo ample a Boon ? The Meſſenger re ; 
| ed, becauſe he was Tepaced | moſt upright-: I will then - 
| <fairh Phocion) perſiſt in, my Penury, that, I may. mi 
- forfeit my. Aegrir: The moſt renowned heather 
| moral Worthies ; Socrates, Ariſtides, *Epaminondas, Fa-: 
| bricius were deſticate of Riches. Among. others the 
+ learned pious Father Lafantins was ſcanted for necels. 
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Caries. St. Peter; the peue'hgn ſte (Ne62Gr Matt 0.27) 
for priority: of Order for diftin&tion; though-not:for 
ſuperiority of Power for: juriſdition ( in the Roniiſh 
ſtrain ) profeſſed, Silver and Gold have Inone, At. 3. 6. 
' Neither Sun nor -Moon of Achymiſt ſhined on him. 
Chriſt himſelf, ' as Son of Man, appeared in a fate of 
Diſtreſs, of Indigence, who was at the charge of a great 
Miracle to defray a ſmall Tribute, a Fiſh being his 
Treaſurer. It was a ſevere doom pronounced by 
him, Luke 6. 24. Woe to you that are rich, (to wit, in 
' Treaſures, not in Graces) for you have received your 
Conſolation. It is not *gew but <mwen, you have your Re- 
- ward, for whatever claim you can pretend to Inno- 
cence ; that you have your Conſolation, that it is pre- 
ſent, tranſitory in' this Life, nor future, not table, 
perpetual in the next, is the ſting of this Woe. 
- - It is St. Chry/oſtom's-critical deſcant on that paſſage of . 
Abraham-to the- damined rich Caitiff : Thou haſt,received | 
thy g60d things, Luke 16.25. Thy good things, to 
' wit, in thy eſtimate ; itis not i>e6&ss buteminates, thou 
haſt received them as Recompences for all thy good 
Aon”! oo. Is 
; Gregory the Great, that firſt and beſt of that name, 
of the See of Rome, being enriched, dignified, was 
chilled with Fear, damped. with Anguith, leſt God 
had: thereby requited his'Faſts, his Prayers, his Ser- 
' mons, his Vigils and Alms,: and all other Virtues. Eu- 
thymius expounds: that fore-mention'd Woe, recited by 
' St. Lake, to be the penſive Expreſſion of Chriſt, ( a 
' Mirror- of Candor )- condoling, commilſerating, S: - 
ih ION We er... 


-rito»be-ywoven-yich' miltighed Thread of Advice and 
Menace. Nor to kover; too Jong ia Generalicies. It 


quently, imjutionſly, .untonicionably awhicved,: an- 
'Sracioully, anchartably' detained, -or tHe tivtouſly, 
profuldy fquander'd, as if Men were at variance with 
their Wealth, and would nec difpole,- but diſcard x. 
Thus, without the Divine reſtraining Grace, we.are 
Too prone:to bane, to.cunſe our fel ves, with what God 
* doth otherwiſe blets and profper us. 1c: is: the ©/ul- 
 . miſts diſmal Imprecation; Let that which ſhould bave 
' -been for their Wealth be to: then an pccafion, of falling. 
-  Fhis: lapſe :is-@iPredipice,;an- occaſion of. Bexdition. 
Noriunhke to :Heliogahals, whoidid-contrive Cords-of 
+ Gold and- Silver to be.iftrangled. with, who laid up - 
 Toyfotrin Boxesofiprecious Stones tobe deftroy/d ck 
© » The\indixdt. Foils and Mares: of: Defigas of the 
Sages:of this World, arc but iclaborace :(olerhn Sacri- 
thicts to Mammon, :theIdolParamounc, like;Bel among. 
' the 2fffyriats, whercto all che :xcſt:vaiband.do-homage. 
Ic is related, when a timorous. Patient ſuſpegted-a 
Medicine dbPrwadcelſus, cas 16it had-aGrainak Magick 
_- #or awvirigredicat, ParacaifusctelenteY it-with Indjgna- 
tron, 'What!matterethithee 3H thou be: recovered, whe- 
|  ther:it boby God or. the: Devil 2,Some are as:indiffe- 
: -rcacly>diſp6fed :ro: becnrichtd, if hether\ic.;He by \the 
Jiflaence of HitdveniorHell.:” Wet: noreobrand Rich- 
tes. with-unjuſt :[Imapurations;;. alata Og To- 
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machs, taint: and transform. the maſt 'wholſom Pro- | 
viſion to' Cruditics,, Diſeaſes, The Unrighteouſneſs 
conlifts not in enlarged Treaſures and Incomes, but in 
unſarisfied Defires, in unſandtified Purſuits and Enjoy- 
ments. | Wealth, in its own Nature and Conſtiturion, 
is not virtuous or vicious, nat marally good or eyil, 
which is, bona bonis, mala mals, (laith St. Auſtin:) 
Good to good Men, bad to evil : Like Rufus's Shield, that 
had God on one. fide, Satan on the other, with this 
Motto of Inſcription, Prepgre for both. Ir is like the 
Red Sea, deftrutive to the Egyptians, preſervative to 
the Iſraelites. , El . 
. - Riches, as Viands, turn to that Humour which is © 
molt predominant ; to one they nourtſh Piety, Godli- 
nels; to another, Prodigality, Profaneſs ; to ſome, the 
ſupports of Riots, and Debauches; to athers, of Alms 
and Graces. . They are the Wings of Salvation, and 
the Plummets of Perdidion ;/1they are the Rounds of 
the Ladder, whereby ſome alcand to: Heaven, others 
deſcend 'to' Hell ; rhey arethe Oylo kindle the burn- 
ing flame of Satan's Furnace, and che Oyl alſo to pre- 
ſerve the ſhining Lamp .of -the Santuary. Wealth, 
like a Scorpion, affosds a-Cure for-its own Sting ; it 
is by making you Friends. of it: which conducts 
- me to:the Management .of the Manamon of Unrighte- 
oulnels. © 19 | 
The irwo Expedients of -this Sacred Friendſhip in 
my Texr, che Flames -not of the-Hearth, bur the Al- 
| tar, toirefine the-drols, to-purifie the pollution of Mam- * 
mon, . are Equity and Charity : Equity, like you 
es C 2 ha 
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harh a double Aſpe&t,- ic looks-forward- for Poſſeſſion; 

and backward GR ion : 'the:one. is a Branchof 
Innocence; the other. of Repentance; the one prevents 

the Unrighteouſneſs of Mammon, the other redreſles. 
it, * It is with Equity, - as with Phyſick ; the Medicine 

which: ſecures from a'Malady, is more: precious than 
that which heals it. © Thar Juſtice which declines an 

Injury, challengeth a Preheminence of regard. 

The m_ of Poſſeſſion is derived from juſt, law- 
ful Owners, . by juſtifiable, lawful means ; by Dona- 
tion, by Gift, by Succeſſion, Inhericance, by Acqui- 
| ſition, by Contra, which ſpreads it ſelf ro many 

- Branches ; theſe arethe ordinary, equitable, - warrant- 
able Conveyances.:' . OO ©. oo Opt Hr 
. Toomit the Extraordinary; by right of Occupati- 
on, ( the Tenure of a firſt Seizure ) the: Booty of a 
_ War rightly empowered, and uprightly managed, as 
alſo a judicial Forfeiture. « The Jſraelites ſpecial Coin 
had the.Impreſſion. of a Lamb: + What our. Engliſh 
Tranſlation renders a bundred pieces of Money,Gen. 3 3.19. 
the Septuagint expreſs 2pror Lambs, becauſc they were 
ſtampt with the Image of a.Lamb, a Lecture of Inno- 
cence ;/.not with: the Figure of a Serpent,” to be.com- 
paſſed with a fraudulent Contract, to be like Dan; 4: 
Adder in the Path, Gen. 49. 17.. It is not like Benjamin's 
Portion, Gen. 49. 27. to ravenas a Wolf in the Morn- 
ing, to deyour the Prey, and-at _ to divide the 
Spoil. When Violehce hews its-way for a Subſiſtence, 
' Cruelty becomes a Patrimony, Oppreſlion an. Inheri- 
| tance, Miſchief a Salary, a Revenue. - When Houſes 
"FM - | I are 


are buttreſs'd with-Injuſtice, cemented with Blood , 
when Fields are' watered: with Tears 'of Widows-and 


Orphans. The Giants in the- Sixth Chapter of Gen. 


are by ſome expounded to be Grandees, not for Sta- 


cure, but Power, exerted by Rapine, by vaſt dimen-. 
ſion of Extortion. *O wxernp®- Being m8 peter» lays 


St. Bafil the Great. When the Oppreſled are ſmaller 


Morſels in the wider Jaws of the Oppreſſor, Eating up 


the People like Bread, in the P/almi/t's Phraſe, P/al. 
I 4. 4. 
Bread, denotes a Conſtancy of Repaſt ; other Pro- 
viſion we vary, but to cat like Bread imports not to 
be rarely feaſted, but continually fed ; not banquet- 
'ted, but dieted with Iniquities. Manducant in terris, 
fith St. Bernard, They car, they devour ir Earth what 
they digeſt in Hell. Are not the Contracts of many 
. Tenants and Debtors more pinching, . galling than the 
Manacles of Priſoners? whoſe ſtate of Vaſlalage is a: 


Task and a Toil, a Penance and a Torture, a Liv-- 
ing Death and a Dying Life ; as Calphurnius was'treat- 


ed by Tiberius ; not ſo much ingratiated as to have 
their -Miſery.. expedited. It is a Work of Darkneſs, 


written with the Sun-Beams, yet hath gained the re- - 
pute of Prudence, of Maſter-piece of Wit, (tho ſulli- 


ed, blackned with Vice.) 
Let me here inoffenſively expreſs it to this Venera- 
ble Aſſembly, being like a weight of Lead upon my 
Conſcience till I disburthen ir. 
. Itbecomes us to treat "Tenants and Debtogs, elpeci- 
_ ally ſuch as are Induſtrious and Frugal, with ſuch Eq 
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It is St. Auſtin's Obſervation, that to eat like 
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* ty afid Catidor, as would. be acceptable to our ſelves, 
Were We reduced to the: ſame Exigencies : We know 
| nbt how ſuddenly, how ſtrangely the Scenes of For- 
+ . euifie rnay be ſhifted. Riches, whillt they appear fix- 
_<d by irreverſible Conveyances and Entails, yet fre- 
| - Quehtly prove really winged to fly away in the heighe 
of imagitary Plenty ahd Security. Ir is according to 
| the Syriack Tranſlation of my Text, The Mammon of 
| Deceitfulneſs. Ir will quir, deſert us, or we muſt quit, 
| -defert it. Men may enhance their Eſtates and their 
\- Cfithes, they may rack their Revenues and their 
© -Conlciences, making the Neceſlittes of others to mini- 
- fer fuel to their Superfluicies, to maintain their Pomps, 
— their Gayeties, the Excefles of their Riots, Debauches, 
- the Impuricies of their Dalliances, not. only by the 
| 'Syiveats of their Brows, but the Groans of the Sduls of 
+. ochers, to frolick it by their Anxiety, to ſurfeic ic by 
their Famine, #t fentiant fe mos, m Caiigulas Dootn, 
| Thar they languiſh before they periſh. j- 
| - Tf in theſe, or any other Inſtances, the Equity of 
- Poſſeſſion be neglected, violated, it ought to be: re- 
. paited, expiared with that of Reſtitution, There are 
© Bo Siſters, like Rachel and Leuh : The one, like Re- 
<4, kath rhe more amiable Fearure, the farſt Love of 
| every true 1/raelite : The other, like Leah, is blear-ey'd, 
| blemiſhed, by wrongpreſuppssd ; it hath-unhappily 
the Fate of Ze4h, robe ods aflected:or regarded ; 
 yetevery Son of Jacob, 'who is bereaved of Rachel, the 
Equity dÞPoffellion, the ought to elpouſe Leah, to\em- 
quiry of Reſtirurtion. Iris the I 
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 enjoyns it. . The Coaiaons: of all Nations not taint- ': 
| ed with the Lees of Barbariſm exaRt ir. To deay 
the Neceffity of it is not. Hereſfie, . Þut Phrengze, ich 
Sato, Before the Law, it was the InjunRion « of } Trl 
tho he had a ſpecious Plea to evade it, Gen. 43+ 12. 
Carry back the maney that was brought in the mouth of the - 
ſack. Nnder the Moſaical . Law, the Equi ty of Reſti- . 
tutian was profeſſed by Samuel, 'as the indication .of | 
his Juſtice, 1 Sam. 12. 7 3, 14. Phaliatbed by Nebemiah © 
with a ſolemn Admonitian, a ſharp Execration, Chap. . 
5.9. 1:1, 32. . Ezekiel cluſters it with the choiceſt Fruits - 
of a ſpiritual, cfte&tual, remorle.of Conſcience, Chap. . 
33-v. 15.” Without chis ſignal Certificate, Repentance, 
Non agitur ſed fingitur, uh St. Auſtin, is not _acted,. 
- bur.counterfeired. . Under the Goſpel, chey who will. 
not directly, uprightly, reſtore what they indiredtly, | 
injuripuſly attain, .do ,ngt only deviate, ſwerye. 
from .che .commendable Pradtice of Zacheus, ( Luke. 
_ 1p. 8.1 reſtwe faur-fold) .but come ſhort of Judas;s 
ion,. who came.ſhort.of Salvation, .chat no 
aulnejzs in St. Chryſoſtom's Phraſe, a Merchant. of hjs 
Salvation and of his Saviour alſo, .who brought. back 
the thirty pieces of Silver, his vile Rate. of. the, moſt 
precious Ineſtimable Jewel. . 
-e.is an TEN Maxim.) in-the;Cangn T0 bor 
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 Tare, is not the leaſt difficulty ih. the Senriments 'of | 
 Cafuiſts; for the determining whereof, I ſhall diftin- 
'. guiſh the Penirential and Penal part of Reſticution': 
{. The Penitential parr. is fixed, linuted, adequate to the 
; Offerice, to the Detriment ſuſtain'd : The Penal parc 
© is to be varied, enlarged, according to the Circum- 
ſtances, Conſequences ; to wit, in due confideration of 
Ceſſation of Gain, and Emergencies of Loſs ; where- 
* .in every Man's Conſcience is a Judge to determine 
- Where the Law doth hot, where ic is defective, or di- 
minutive, | ET 
' Among the Iſraelites there were ſeveral gradual Al- 
- terations ; a two-fold, a four-fold, a ſevenfold Reſti 
-*tution. -The Obligation of this Dury of Reſtitution 
- - extends further than the Actors themſelves ; even to the 


formally confilkggin the Punctilio, the 
anner of Acquiſition; the other marteri- 


in reference to the advantage; whether ac- 


ER 
*; 
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. _ 
quired, 


| mes .or:continued. Two'grand impediments arc 
. | ftarted by Satans Sophiſtry, : fer our in a multiplying 
Glaſs, panick terrors to divert, to ſcare us from the 
requiſite PraRtice of Reſticution; to wit, the double 
trajg of Penury, aid Infamy, the Loſs and Shame that 
accrue from it: As. for the damage alledged, ir is the 
Temprers Subterfuge in diſguiſe, it is lels incommo- 
dious to impair thy Fortune, chan ro wound thy Con- 
ſcience, and to forfeir thy Soul ; it is our Saviours 
ſtaggering, unanſwerable Interrogatory ; what ſhall it 
profit a man, if be gain the whole World and loſe his own 
Soul?. Mark 8. 36. 
- Ir is an unproficable, and, in the end, an execrable 
State, that botroms-in fin ; it is a depraved, accurſed 
Poſfefſion in Earth, thar lays its Foundation in Hell. 
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Bur thou: hopeſt, (prefumeſt rather) that thy exerciſe -- 


of :Repentance, thy Sorrow: for fin will commute, 
will-countervail for the defe&t of Reſtitution ; fo ic 
- nay,” by divine Goodnels, 'in caſe of neceſlity, difa- 
biliry- for diſcharging of it. In that only the Contri- 
cion of thy heart may be accepted, for SatisfaRtion of 
thy Hand; but where there"are Sinews for real per- 


formances, . the molt formal Exprefles of grief are 

meer hypocritical Varniſhes of repentance. The Pro- 
fcfſion thereof, - is but a Colluſion, a Mockery, a Nul- 
lity of Duty. 3 


EPI - Otat Magn Nominis u | 

- As for. the ſecond Scruple of Shame, | 

from the Juſtice of Reſticution, it is a 'S 
| : D 


'- recitoit zitheye's no: defarmity, rio-blemiſhiin the ex- 
| . erciſe- of any virtue. : Zacheu; his Reſticution-was not 
his Brand, but his Renown, not his Stain but-his Qr- 
| nament; it was the robe of a ſacred Convert, the per. 
| fume of a -penitent Publican, the: Fragrancy of ;;ex- 
emplary , Equity for-all- fucceeding. ages. - When: a 
laſcivious Youngſter ſlinking our of an unreputable 
Houle ſtarted back, being eſpied by Diogenes, the-Phi- 
laſopher advertiſed him, thar his recoſs; his withdraw- 
ing thence, need nor put him to the Bluſh or Damp ; 
bur his entrance thither. n EF de 
Reſtitution doth not breed an Ulcer, but cure ic. 
- EK it be objected, that it doth: light a'Torch :to mani- 
felt the feſtered Sore, :which'i before: was obſcured, 
| - concealed: I anſwer this Diſcovery. is. the Luſtre!of 
| + Repentance, the Honour, the Trophy of-ic; ,.ar the 
| yorktit is but the Scar of a healed wound, afrer:the 
| Vidtory. of a Battel; however if it-becinterpreted 'an 
| - Infamy, it:is in the Gloſs, the Cenlure' of. depraved. 
| men, ſuggeſted by damned Spirits, it is'a Dignity in 
the eſtimate of the bleſſed Saints and Angels: Phacion 
apprehended: the Elogy,, "the Praiſe of a; vile'Petlon, 
© a lewd: Caitiff, to be a Reproach;':a Scandal. :-... 
-- To diſmiſsthis vain Cavil ; a lite Ingemuity; the 
\- leaſttintyre of Prudence will divert, will realy conduce 
|  toſteer aloof from. the grand imaginary rock of Diſ- 
Io £72 - - He cquiry. of Reſtitution-may be ſo covert] 
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. .  icherto: 1] haye: viewed bur ane Wing of the'(a- 


cred Fricudffvp! in'my Terra Wing, not. of the Ea- 
gle,a creaturgg@E Prey ,- bur of the Dove,,to wit Equity ; 
_ thefe- js; requilite another _— to wit Charity, to 
aſpire. 'te the heavenly: Manſion, to flee away, and 
be at. Reſt, \: It; was clteemed 'ominous ar Athens, not 
to. be.a; Votary .in the Temple':of Mercy ;. it ſuits 
6 with the;Diſcipline ;.of Jeruſalem. . It ill becomes 
us ta: degenerate to Serpents, -to 'twine, - to circle | 
within-our ſelves; -:c + ht tt | 
The Philoſopher deciphers man -to | be a ſociable, 
xewwrgy Communicative Creature, who ought not to 
make himſelf or his Family the Centre, and the entire 
circumference of the management of his Wealth. The 
Apoſtle profcſles not: to.be:an Inftruacter but a 'Moni- 
tor, is Remembrancerionly in ſo neceſſary a Duty ; 
Forget not to-communicate; ' Heb. 13. 16. this Oblivion 
weres double degradarion, notonly to: be unchriſtian, 
bix jnhumiane ; 16: correſponds not with the dictate, 
the Implilſc of Nature, much leſs with that of Grace. 
_ Charity 1s cntituled Grace, 2. Cor. 8. 7. it is: the 
Symptame,.;the Evidence,-'the: Certificate of Grace, 
without which, Grace:is-a:masky a varniſh : Charity 
is deſeribed,:to be. the: fervice of» God, in Fer. 4. of 
the ſame: Chapter. Ic s.-fignally emphatical in the 
Original »groviey 73. Naxriac, the communiication of 
_ the;Miniſtry, even of the Eiturgy,: as if the charitable 
man were the Miniſter,” 'the Prieft ; the Poor, the Al- 
tar ;'the Dole, the Oblation: With ſuch Sacrifices God is 
F D 2 * well 


well pleaſed. Heb; 34 16. i The vulgar Latin renders | 


it promeretyr, is promerited; in the Rhemiſh Tranfla- | 


tion,” as if hereby we mcrited at. Gods Hands, »- 

| Salmeron hence takes the Cue to raiſe. his Creſt in 
defiance of reformed Divines. Obmuteſce Heretice, 
( faith he) be dumb O Heretick, as if: the queſtion 
of Merit was hereby put our of all queſtion ; 'where- 
as he inſults before he vanquiſhes, triumphs-before he 
. conquers ; - the _ Latin Tranſlation whereon he 
' bottoms, is a Joole, tottering Foundation, it is as 
_ great a Soleciſm in Divinicy as Grammar. 

The Original exhibits not the ieaft accent of Merit, 
it is cvaperimy God 1s well pleaſed, However Alms 
are to be Tu Pious, if rightly perform'd ; 
though not in themſelves meritorious;” ': Earthly Mer- 
cies exhibited, are to be -accounted rhe ConduRs to 
Heavenly Glories. They are the Road of Bliſs, tho 
nat the Purchaſe : They are not:cauſs regnandi, - yet via 
ad regnum,: in St. Bernard Expreſſion. : - They are the 
Paſſage, the Chariot, to convey.us to-the-rriie Supreme 
Paradiſe; . thongh they cannot deſerve, .or (challenge 
 \ the Delicacy, ..che- Felicity, - of. thar Manſion. The 
ſmalleft Charity: is. not deſtitute. of an. ample Recotn- 
| pence; -bur it is not $i. tlie Dignity of the Work -per- 
tormed, but «&iwas ( in St.- Chiy/oftom's Phraſe) the 
Dignation, the Candor of Chriſt,” who-acceprs Mites, 
rewards thera with Talents,-- It 3s:to-be-afcribed:to 
; the Virtue, the Botinty of his Promiſes, not tothe 
©, Value, the Luſtre of our Accompliſhments 

"i Bur 


But: I forbear to dilate this Meditation, leſt I ſeem” 
to forget: my ſelf, and not to conſider the Uncharita- . 
ble Age wherein we live. ' Our po_ herein need 
not ſo much to be informed in the ſtate of the Contro- 
verſie, as our Aﬀections to be warmed, to be inflam'd 
for the diſcharge of the Duty. There is no Duty of 
Religion more indiſpenſably injoyn'd, none more 
abundantly. encourag'd ; and yer none more familiar- 
ly diſregarded, more unexcuſably ſpurn'd at. Moſt- 
Men are herein not only practical bur ſpeculative In- 
fidels, accounting Charity. the Flux of Prodigality, the 
Product not of Religion but Indiſcretion. "They who 
are not Scepticks to diſpute, to boggle at this Duty, 
who are not a fort of Atheiſts to reje& the Precept, 
to deride the Performance; yer become Criticks to cen-- 
ſure the Iniquities of others, when they ſhould be Al- 
moners to relieve their Preffure. Let us nbr be more-| 
Inquiſitive than» Compaſſionate, to ſharpen: our Inve- | 
Ctives againſt: Mens. Offences, which have procured 
cheir Miſerzes, - rather than to enlarge our Bowels to- 
wards their Miſeries which invite our Supplies. | 

It is God's part to Doom, ours.to Succour. Indeed'i 
fome- are to be{eleted,  prefetred in their Calamitics,| 
ſach-as are more fanctified,: neareſt-related, moſt.ne- 
cefltated ; yet none to be abſolutely. waved, - bur ſuch. 
asare Vagrants, .Loyterers, whole Debiliry, Exigency, 
in -their. Eſtates, ' may be repaired by che Vigour, 
Strengthof their Limbs ; ro endear, to engage thele ra 
| be our Friends by our Alms, were to be their Adves; 


faries 


faries and our own<.;.'T'he Vinegar of Juſtice w:luch, - 
is a better Reſtorative than the Qyl of Mey ;; where-. | 
-by they may be reſcued from: their Necellities,-and; 
' reclaimed from their Vices: That our Streets be not 
defamed by ſuch Peſts, that an Eminent City be not 
diſhonoured by-fuch:Obloquies,.Scandals ; I ſhall -re-: 
commend, ;-not only the - Ancieat pattern of Jeruſalem 
' to. your Imitation, but alſo the Modern of Paris, where- 
' in:for many years, not only the ſcandalous Beggery 
-of;] particular Perſons hath been prevented, bur: che. 
Publick. Revenues have been promoted. The, Apoſtle 
obſtrudts,. blocks up the Efluxes of our Charity only: 
to ſuch, whoſe Indigence proceeds from a yoluntary 
 omiffioh of Diligence; Fe that. will-not Labour: let him 
not- Eat; : 2. 'Thel.:3<. 10. Asor others, . if we. debar 
our Charity, : we forfeic our Chiſtianity.: + 4: 
-: How rafionally- (as we preſume ) do-we Object 2 
May I not diſpoſe of my own Inhecitance, : or my.own 
Purchaſe, as my own genius ſhall procape-me2 Mit 
E-expoſe-tmy. ſelf :conracted',: and multiplied; the 
Conlort of my Boſom, .the Iflue: of nayi-Loins: to fi- 
ture Iacumbrances, -;and:Exigences, to lupply the pre- 
fer yam d: _ x: _— i= pokes _ 
Tees:of: my ' declining Age; by-: an. Inprudence!. 
Bounty in he mary. Of On; my Days? Theſe 
pecious Pretences are but. fallacious Arguments, like 
pur-farſt Parents Fig-Leaves, to cover our Spiri 
lakedneſs, falſe Varniſhes to; beaurifie: carnal Wick- 
dneſs. Let us not: miſtake our Tenure,. it is not 
: Os _ 
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Primitive, buc:i Derivative. in our Fortunes, . Qur In- 
tereſt is a Deputation,. a Stewardſhip in the genuine 
ſcope of this Parable. We are not Proprietaries, bur ' 
Uſufructuaries of Riches. Theſe Talents are ro be 
managed according'to the Rule, the Dictate of God's 
Sacred Word, nor according to the bent, the ſwinge | 
of our own corrupt Hearts. God might have al- 
| Iotted an equal Proportion of Enjoyments of this 
World to all forts of Men; to be all levelled ; but then | 
( in the' Obſervation of Sr. Baſil the Great) there had | 
been wanting a Teſt, for the Munificence, the Boun- 
of Te Rik and for the Patience, the Humility of _ 
Poor —CRR hath ordained {ome to be Wealthy, | 
to exerciſe their Fidelity, to diſcharge the part of Al- 
moners, to be Treaſurers for the Poor, nay, for him- 
ſelf, who ſues for Succours in his diſtreſſed Members ; | 
and interprets Neglects of theſe, as Indignities againſt 
himſelf Iz that you did it nat to the leaſt of theſe, you did | 
it not "to-me, Mat. 25. 45. Quis ad tonitru hoc non expa- | 
veſcit? ('lairh St. Auſtin) Who is not ſcar d with this 
Thunder > They who ſhrink not, dread not to prevent, 
to decline this Doom, ſhall droop, ſhall ſink' to ſu- | 
ſtain it. The Rich Man in the Goſpel, ( Luke 16. y 
was not. condemned becauſe he was unjuſt, but be- | 
- cauſe he was unmerciful,not becauſe he opprels'd Laza- 
rus, but: becauſe he relieved himznot. A-numerous - | 
{ue is nopleaat God's Barto vindicate a covetous Heart, . 
or a'tenacious Hand, A plentiful Progeny, is a pow- 
erful Fopick,- ( ac leaſt. it ought. to. be. a perſwaſive 
TIES | | Ar- 


co the Taidon of the Temps” —— Than the Re- 
| deemer. He, who 1s uncharitabie'u __ "the account 
” of his Family, his Poſterity, offends doubly in the Fud 
; ment. of Sr. Cyprian. Firlt, In thathe d oder 
| for his Children: the Protection of the Heavenly Fa- 
| Ther, preparatory for the time when they are to be be- 
reavedot the Earthly. Secondly, In that he does nor 
E diſcipline them in Exemplary Piety, to prefer God 
REES " Willing or uawilling thou mult 
; + Hor thy Treaſures, thy Incomes, . to the Divine 
! - Iſa; Providence. » Charity inconſide- | 
obj iected to be the riſe 0 Penury. 
al: not preſs St. Cyprian's florid Argumentin chaing- 
; 4 the Scene ; Pauperior ſeculo opulentior Deo; Whilſt 
More em poyveriſht to the World, thou wilt be. more 
-enricht to God. Not to recede. out of the ſame Orb, 
"not to ſwerve from the ſame Station : There is no. 
| Virruc more animated with: aſſurance of g_ 
'Proſpericy. The Ttalian Vulgar Phraſe of Begging 
"Charm o Rhetorick ; Faite a voi-bene, Do well us 
ſelves. Thy Alms in the Bowels of the Poor; are like 
we "wat m—_ of the ns ey ſeem 
0; putrifie, tO ut comenu & IPECIOUS 
od vantage. There «s who ſcattereth,. TE Rs, 
Prov. 1 1, 24. who'Thrives by Diminution, Mulri- 
js y Subſtraction ; a Concradiction in Arithmaick, 
$FEneon þ in Grace. _. Such . 
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Y  - Such was thePrimitiyeSSt. John, called, Hleemoſunary. 


The Eſtate of a Charitable Perſon is like the Widows: 
Cruiſe. of -Qyl, 'communicated, and not diminiſhed,” 
imparted, and not impaired ; nay, improved. No 
Duty doth more vindicate-us from Hypocrifie. It was 
. the diſconſolate Remark of St. Baſil the Great, that - 
he obſerved many zealous Profeffors his Contempora- 
ries, Eminent for Devotion, for Mortification, for So- 
briety, Chaſtity, and other Moral Endowments; and 
et 'Tenacious, Uncharitable ; which, like a venemous 
laſt, tainted all the Religious Performances. I wiſh 
it were a Scandal to revive, to apply this mournful Re- 
ſentment to the Age wherein we live. By our melting 
| Bowels, our ſtretcht out Hands in Charitable Supplies, 
to make us Friends with the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, 
is not an Evangelical Counſel, but Precept ; not Arbi- 
trary. to be embraced, carefled ; or waved, rejected, 
as'a Serene, Candid, or Moroſe four Humour ſhall 
bear ſway. To render the Violation of this Charge 
the more inexcuſable in a black Criminal Hue. 
There is. an Obligation of -Equity riveted in Cha- 
Tity it : ſelf, - Not: to relieve the Diſtreſſed, is .in 


effe&t injurioully to Rob him, ar leaſt covertly 


to purloin-from him. Let not this ſtartle you 'as a 
Paradox, it is Solomon's Orthodox Divinity, Prov.3.27. 
Withdraw: not good: : from ' them to whom it. is duc. 
From; the Owners thereof in the Marginal Interpre- 
tation,: which beſt correſponds with the Original. The 
Context vindicates it as pertinent, appoſite to this Sub- 
1041192139 | ject. 


FA. It is the Phraſe, the Eloquence, the Charm of 2 
"Jewiſh Petitionerin his Exigency ; give me the Precepr. 
As there is a Grain of Juſtice or Equity, ſo there is a 
Tin&ure of Piety in merciful Performances. This 
renders Mammon it ſelf a Proſelyte of Religion, devotes 
and Conſecrates it as an Utenfitof the Temple. 
The Jewiſh DoRors afſert, that the Royal Prophet 
David gave Alms every day ; 'it was his conſtant Quo- 
tidian PraQtice, but more eſpecially. as preparatory to 
his publick Solemn Devotion, when he reſorted to 
the Synagogue, darting our this-Ejaculation ; I will be- 


© bold thy Face in Righteouſneſs, Plal. 17. 15. It-is the 


Pſ/almiſts Authentick Record to. reſcue this Doctrine 
from Diſputes and Cavils. Ze hath diſpers'd, he hath gi- 
ven to the Poor, bis Righteouſneſs endureth for ever, Plal. 
1112. 9. Chriſt himſelf ſets out the diffuſive, operative 
'Tranſcendency of this Virtue : Give alms of what things 
you have, and all things ſhall be clean. Luke. 11. 41. this 
is no Elegancy of an Irony, no ſmart Sarcalm, | no 
taunting Scoff, as ſome expound it ; but a ſacred Le- 
ure, raking off the Phariſees from a ſuperſtitious 
vain cleanſmg of their Platters, to a truly-religious 


-*. Charity, to purific their Hearts and their Hands alſo. 


Ic is all things ſhall be »v=es pure, their drofs refi- 
" ned; themſelves rendred undefiled, unſullied,  * _ 

... - *Otir compaſſionare Succors, as they have:w-fanCti- 
Ying Cleahiling ; fo alfo a dignifying-exalting influ- 
 ence# A'chiritable Perſon hach the Honour co. be re- 
 puted'a BenefaRtor © his Creator, a Creditor to his 
El." SO Redeemer, 


I OE” 


's Fy ? 


Lord, Prov. 19. 17. it is dw«G« in the Tranſlation of 
the Septuagint, he-lendeth upon _Ulury. 7 
On this account a Duke of Gui/ſe was not branded,buc 
_ renowned, in being (tiled the greateſt Uſurer of France ; 
in this Notion, (if ſincere) the nobleſt, and the ho- 
lieſt. As there is an outward Eſteem and Honor, ſo 
there is an inward Solace and Delight accruing from 
charitable Performances , that tranſcends all ſenſu- 
al Pleaſures. God repays beyond humane Intereſt ; 
m this World a bundred Fold, in the next everlaſting, Life. 
Mark 10, 30. A Recompence which no humane intel- 
lecual Faculty can apprehend, no Eloquence, but an- 
 gelical, can expreſs. Were there not an Impreſſion of 
infidelity in the hearts of men to boggle ar the truth of 
the divine Promiſe and Providence, how would our 
delixes be kindled, our affeRians-inflamed in purſuit 
of ſo ineſtimable a Merchandiſe; we would reſolve 
. topradtiſe as 4pelles did profeſs to paint, to Eternity : 
which tranſmits me: from the Precept in my Text, 
(make you” Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs) 
ta-the Compenſation ; that they may receive you into ever- 
laſting habitations. .. | | 
-Bellarmine in a ſtrain of Confidence alledges this 
Guerdon , this Reward as a valid Proof of Purgato- 
ry. Whereas in a general Conſideration, -parabolical 
tpture is not- argumentative z/ in a. ſpecial Confide- 
| Tation, this Gloſs Gorrupts che. Text, not only wcliples | 
the Luftre and unſinews the Force of it; but renders 


E-3 ir 


b 


it a contradiCtion of Colluſion, transforms an-amiable 
Lure to invite, to attra& to a dreadful Topick a dil- 


{  ſuaſive Argument, to avert, to deter; whereby a Re- 


_ waiddegenerates into-Puniſhment. -Neither the Phraſe 
nor the Importance of the- Text admits any degree of 
conliſtence with the- Notion of Purgatory. The Text 
denotes the Period of a Temporal Life, to be the pun- 
ual Riſe of an Eternal, to be the immediate Tranſ- 
port to Heaven for a charitable Sou). - OT 
. Not to-inſift on the controverſialdiſquiſition, I ſhall 
profecute the pratical ; wherein who the Friends are 
ro beſtead us ts an appoſite inquiry. - S. Anbroſe-un- 
veils them to be the holy Augale being the Guardians 
of merciful Souls for their. Tuition on Earth, and 
- Chariots for their Tranſhtion. ro Heaven, being mi- 
 niſtring Spirits in both capacities. Some Divines ex- 
porind. theſe Friends to be the: ſacred bleſſed Trinity. 
| A charitable Man is ingratiated, indeared to God him- 
{elf : 4brabam, whoſe Charity was as conſpicuonis as his 
Faith, was honoured to:be entitled the Friend of God : 
| 1/aiah.41. 8. not only advanced, dignified in his'Courr, 
| but embraced and emboſomed in his Cloſer. Ir is a 


E -. Ray of divine Perfection to be deppres a Benefattor. 


| --  Theopyblat , Euthymins, and others underſtand the 
Friends in my Text, to. be diſtreſſed” Perſons, ſuc- 
|  coured by our Supports; though. the Obloquies, the 
\ Reproaches of-the World, though the Dirt, the Scam | 
of rhe Earth ; yer being ſandtihed the Privadoes of 
-God, the Favorites of Heaven, . the. Procurers of our 
HH HY - admiſſion 


I TIO FPE*DAAOD-of "VOrcelrer. -. * 
admiſſion thither : Chriſt who accepts of Benefits ex- 
tended to them, as exhibired tot himſelf, upon their 
Account will enfranchiſe, inthrone us in that Jeruſalem 
that is above ; whereby we ſhall be tranſlared from a 
-. Deſert toa Gity, from being Sojourners, Pilgrims, to 
be Deniſons, Princes. How prertious in our Eſtimate, 
in our Regard ought fuch to be, however deſpicable 
in.Dreſs in appearance ; who can raiſe us to luch il- 
Iuſtrious Preterments 2 As the ſubſtance of the Reward 
is remarkable, ſo is the Circumſtance ; when you fail :- 
According to the Syriack Tranſlation, when it fails ; 
to wit, our Mammon, our Wealth ; which in the great- 
eſt Plenty and Security may vanifh like a Shadow, 
whilſt we imagine to graſp, to fix it; expoſed it is 
at-Sea,- to Tempeſts, -to Piracies, to Wrecks, and on - 
the firmeſt Shore, to the Rapines, the Violencies of 
' men, more fierce and favage than the Waves, the 
Stirges of the Sea. TE EEE, | 
- *Freaſures and Fabricks have their Decays and Peri- 
ods, inrrevolution of Times and Emergences, they are 
reduced to Duſt and Aſhes as our ſelves. All” theſe 
things ſhall be diſſolved; ſaith the Apoſtle. 2. Per. 3. 11- 
' reflefting onthe Earth and the Works thereof ; to wir, 
the Endowments, Accompliſhments thereof recited in 
the Cloſe of the immediate precedent Verſe. They are 
Luſitiha in Suetonins's Phraſe, obnoxious, liable to. 
Diſſolution. 'The- Original ſers ic out more pregnant- 
ly;: ſignificantly ; Avopwwy all theſe things being diflol- 
ved: It is nolels aſcertain'd than if already, effected, be- 
ing 


2 


, : - 
b - 


Ing iri-their Nature, and by. Gods Decree, corruptible. 
 - Though our Lands our Houſes are not, inthe le- 
| gal diſtin& conſtruftion, 'Moveables ; yer our Tiles, 
-- our Intereſt, our Selves are. It is in our Engliſh Tranſ- | 
| Tlacition, when you fail; It-is yet more critically dimi- 
| Nitivein the Original, not Ai-vn but 4x2immre when-you 
| utterly fail; afflicted with infirmities of Body, compli- 
- *cated. with : imbittered Anxicties of . mind, aflaulted 
; With the Terrors of Satan, who makes his ſtrongeſt 
 Afſaults when we are, weakeſt, ; whole [aſt reſerve 
of hoſtile: Malice - is [ to bruiſe ' the - Heel, Gen. 3. 15. 
S. Bernard expounds it at the Cloſe of Life : When 
you.ſhall be unſinewed, unſpirited, like waſted-dim 
\. Fapers.in-an unſayory Snuff; when the moſt amiable 
;- Features ſhall become Spectacles of Dread and Horror, 
| when the Eyes, thoſe Caſemems of Vanities, ſhall 
| be ſhut up, when thoſe Pandors of Impurity,- thoſe 
| Luminaries ſhall be extinguiſhed, when an Apaplexy 
| ſhall ſeize thoſe Brains which ' have been Ade for 
* Indirect Wits, Mazes of ungracious - Contrivances; 
' When we ſhall þe negle&ted, deſerted by Comrades 
[2nd Conſorts, by all Aﬀociates and Friends, except 
- thoſe in my Text. We readily entertain Balgam's Op- 
- Num. 23. 16: £10n ; (to die the death of the righteous) and 
* - that our laſt end may be like his, -- -- -. 
E- ——— Sic, fic juvat ire ſub umbras. . 
| . Weall yearn o recede,. .to- wichdraw from the 
', Stage of this World, in a State. of Innocency, , like 
| Demetrius, after a continual Vallalage. of like We ar 
I cyt | "" 
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Pe was fondly importunate to ex- * 
pire, to: vent his laſt Gaſp in a State of Liberty. Bye + 
if our Lives' have corrupted bur Minds, with: the In- _ 
 Anences of Mammon, the Hour of death will not re- © 
leaſe but exchange our Fetters to be more firmly ma- 
nacled, to be fierccly tortured in a dungeon of utter. 
_ darknels. : 

To ſum up what I have enlarged, to cloſe with. 
every. Soul in this venerable Aſſembly with an appli- 
. catory Meditation. ' I have difle&ted my Text to a. 
Precept and a Reward, reſembling the Incenſe Altar 
and the Mercy Seat of the Tabernacle : In the Pre- 
cept, I have viewed the Engine to be employed, and. 
the Employment it ſelf; the Engine being the Mam- 
mon of Unrighteonſneſs, not to brand ample Treaſures 
or Incomes, but ungracious pra&tices in atchieving 
or managing them: Mammon being like the Chymicks . 
. Mercury, as it-is differently tempered, either medicinal 
to heal, to help, or faral to corrupt, ro bane; fatal. 
it is when'criminal, darting its Tint not only to Mer- 
chandiſe, but to Judicature, to Religion. Neither | 
the Tribunal. nor the Temple is a Sanctuary for ſe- 
cure Exemption from this Peſt ; it wrought, vitiated. 
Balaam to be a falleProphet, Judas to be a falle: 
Apoſtle, and Felix to be a corrupt Judge. _ 
 -Thave diſcuſſed the managing che Engine, the Mam- 
mon of Unrigbteouſneſs, by two effeftual expedients of 
the pureſt Friendſhip ; by Equity' and Charity, be- 
ing the Supporters of Riches, as Aaron and Fur were 
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on and Reſtitution; 
| the one being preſervative of 1 coir: "other com- 
; "penſative of Wrong, Both are-to. be abetted, even be- . 
| decked, _embelliſht by Charity of Compaſſion, diſtri- 
; bution: thereby to endear bleſſed Angels, whilſt we 
| oblige diſtreſſed men, thereby to-be ranked as Com- 
peers in-being befriended by thoſe glorious Spirus ; 
Amicitia pares vel accipit vel facit, Friendſhip - either 
| finds or makes Equals. To cajole, even to conjure - 
; ſo amicable a Duty, I have conducted your attention 
{ from the Precept to the Reward ; wherein I have 
| -obſerved the Subſtance . and the Circumſtance .of 
- It ; the Subſtance of it importing a Tranſlatien 
| from the cranſirory accommodation of an - Inn, to 
| the firſt Station of a Dwaling, of everlaſting Ha- 
birations, to exchange a Tabernacle for a Temple ; 
a Temple for Stability and Sanftiry founded and con: 
| decrated by God himlelf. "Thoſe indigent Perſons 
that are relieved by us, become our Fackots to nego- 
 tiate for us, to fix our Bank in Heaven ; to take up 
our Treaſure by a Bill of Exchange in anorher World ; 
Fthey are our  Harbingers that we may be furniſhed 
with Heavenly Mantons when we are to be bereaved 
| of Earthly. 5 | 7 | : 
{- I have pointed- out the remarkable Circumſtance - 
Pof:this: incomparable Bliſs ; . when ir; fails, co: wir, 
>Manmon, being like a Strumper thar ſhifts her Mini- 
ons, her Fayorites.: When our . Souls are upon: the 
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ro bey nie. NON 4 $a there will remaia no- 
40. him "who unrighteouſly” manages.the ;Ta- 


lent of Mamma; buria' dilmal: \ACCOMPr. to enflame his 
reckoning, wich) a corroſive Remorle 'of conſcience, 
pot-ike che: Ser that twined abour the Head of 
Cleomenes.. when - e died, bur this Snake will wind it 
ſelf abour the Soul, to; pierce-ic with anguiſh and hor- 
roſs Tere qornd er will Or. can. beſtead 


Fexiremiries ae; A - 4 


wwhartol- anion. As his Soul, nay . more _ 
ly: gated: in; their diſtinct - concerns, ' more ſollici- 
_— regarded; - ithe-:third. leaſt. eſtimared, . yer” not 

ieted : Whereas being. ſummoned to appear- 
jet, be orc /a-dreadful Judge, he mage his Addreſles 
-r0[his. ſeveral -Friengs : -His firſt Friend affords. him 
-sheiBormadlity; of lome,Acgquiremeats. ar his, depar- 
ture ; 0. vels;; tnlignificanc.; for: Salace- pr Advanrage; 


:his: ſeeond;Frien ene. Gergmonioully: Acceampanies him Fo 
2tnif 2 tac 


fre the Sreadful Triburt. SIP ASAT HFS cy 
To withdraw the Curtain of this -Apolog ne"to'a 
wealthy Perfon;' as Nathan did: to repre hou' arr 
che man thus befriended, (vetus Fabul  nqvam Fh- 
ftrionem ; in; the Comedians Phraſe.) Thy -firſt Friend 


is the Wofld, this affords, ar _ cor rom it, 2 
Winding Sheet, x Cofh; a rr -Clorh ; /Orita- 
rnents' ſpecious as to the fighe' of others, not in any 
degree commodious to gh of Thy ſeeond Friend | 
s the Conſort of thy Bed, the Mate oF th 
' or thy Hue which attends thy Hearſe to cha feſt 
Stage" of thy: Corps, the_Graye'+ (if the 'Puniiths' of | 
Stare, or retired diſguiſe of "Mourtting will -youch- 
fafe it) however this Friend: takes qr a find! adieu, 
- the: Funeral 'Solemnity being celebrated, li- 
ſhed, Thy third Friend'is rhe-deſpicable, horns 


c 


| \ whoſe 'Iarerelt cleaves 
to thee, ( fidus Achates ) even to/the-Petiod” of thy 
Journey, becomes an Advocate to: plead for' thee ar 


*Perſon, 


the Bar-of' Juſtice; effecually. prevails! for'*Meray. 
112: Were:there: not an-Encharit; | id" Avarice;ivvho 
: mould not with -ready- Alacriry'\diftribate- cenporal | 
-Coinforts to Vthers, to aſcerrait eternal to hinſelf.2 
'Unmetrtiful -Petſons'"forfei and beteaye chenglelves 

'of. thoſe" Frealures- they” ſeerii' 'ro” retain" owheie- 
the” tnerciful *xeaitt” thoſe” 'Treafures/'thoy : feem 
to” be 'bercaved--of ;* their works;'- henety. cher 
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Alms:follow them, . their riches are: preſerved, nay 
augmented to them ; tho'. not. formally in kind, yer. 
virtually. in vaJue, tranſcendently in a ſuperlarive 
Compenſation.  —_\ 5 
- To relcue-us from the Faſcination, the Witchcrafe 
| of covetous deſires, the grand Impediments, the urcer 
— | Defiances of charitable Adts ; there is requiſite, a di- 
vine auxiliary Grace , carneftly to be implored for, 
wherein let us not diſdain to be diſciplined by a mo- 
dern Pattern, the Honor of our Nation, (Mr. Sutton) 
not illuſtrious for Titles bur Graces , dignified by 
unparalell'd Alms, by the renowned Monument of 
a munificent Hoſpital; Preparatory whereto, he fre- 
quently, vehemently ſupplicated; O Lord thou haſt 
given me a plentiful Eſtate, give me a merciful Heart to 
diſpoſe it to thy Glory. This pious Ejaculation, re- 
iterated in his own Garden, was overheard in an- 
other adjacent to it, as it is atteſted by a modern Ec- 
clefiaſtical Hiſtorian, : | 
To incourage this Duty of Charity, to fortifie the 
Streſs of it againſt all the Attacks, and Stratagems 
of Satan; I have muſtered up the holy Auxiliary 
Forces, the puifſant motives of the ſtricteſt indiſpen- 
' fible rule of Juſtice, of the moſt undefiled, unfeigned 
exerciſe of Piety, of the brighteſt Luſtre of a ſerene 
ure Reputation , of the moſt commodious inno- 
cent Traffick, of the moſt delicious boſom Sartisfacti- 
on : I have ſignalized theſe confluences of the choiceſt 
preſent Acttractives, and Allurements of this World ; 
F 2 by 
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by the future Reſerve, the Staple Requiral of the: Beaci- 
tudes, the Glories of the next.” "To conclude,God hath 
not endowed any of us with wealth,to-be tainted with 
Vice, bur ro exerciſe, to promote Virtue, not to defra 
_ the profuſe Expences of Varieties, of -< 17,094 en 
ptuous Habits (the Banners of Pride and Vanity;) not 
for Sacrifices to our Palats, to adminiſter Fuel to Flames 
of Luxury and Debauchery : nay nor to raiſe our 
Families, not for Grandeur but Grace; not for to ren- 
der our Poſterities great, bur our ſelves good, and them 
alſo, in the Track of our Examples, in conſecrating, in. 
perpetuating our Riches, by pious charitable Ules.; 
to repair, to adorn.Fabricks, dedicated, ſet apart for 
. ſacred Ordinances, that God may be worſhiped wich 
the Beauty of Holineſs. g 
' Let it not be a Reproach to the beſt reformed 
Religion, that in ſome places, where Perſonages fur- 
niſhed wich ample Revenues, bedecked with Gallan- 
try of Clothes, inhabir ; Gods Houſes ſhould' be leſs - 
decent, leſs auguſt and ſplendid than 'their own : 
that many rural parochial Churches hold Reſem- 
blances, both for the Structure and the Furniture, 
with Barns rather than Temples ; Windows 'ungla- 
zed or ſhattered, the Floors unpaved, deformed 
' with Pits, the Roofs ungarniſhed even -unceiled, 
in a Rudeneſs of Prophaneneſs ; . the Walls-defaced 
With Gaſhes, hung with Cobwebs-inſtead of Tapi- 
ſtry, I wiſh'from my Soul it were a — ro 
. | crt 


| Piles, the other in refcrence to animate, the living 


© intereſted in the Solace the Sentence of Abſolutio 
- of the laſt day. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe 


the World. For IT was an bungred, and ye gave me meat 
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is. is. not ſolamaly, awfully to reve- 
refice, to: adore, bur contempribly, contumelioully 
ro diſhonour, to affront the moſt High. Ir bath 
an:Aſpe& of an Indignity obtruded rowards the ſu- 
preme divine Sovereign : (Churches being anciently 
dignified to be entituled, - to be reputed Baſilica, 
Palaces for Kings, even for the King of Kymgs :} 
Whatever is in any degree related', appropriated 
to God, is degraded, deſecrated, being in a mean 
Dreſs, expoſed to Diſeſteem and Scorn. 

A cheap ſordid Performance of religions Du-: 
ties, is not to be interpreted the Service of God, 
but of Mammon -; the refinement of which droſs, 
the purifying of the Pollutions and unrighteouſneſs 
thereof , cannot be effeted, but by acts of Piery 
and Charity ; in the one in reference to inanimarc 
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Temples of the everliving God ; being enriched , 
deputed, enjoyned, obliged we are by a ſpecial Ot 
ligation, to relieve the diſtreſſes of our indigent 
Brethren, appointed we are as Truſtees for Supplies 
in their Exigences ; if this Truſt be uprightly dil 
charged, our Fidelity herein will qualife us to be 


rit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation 0; 


1 was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: I was a ſtranger 
and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: IT was ſick 
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C and ye viſued me : Tn was in priſon; and ke unto. me : 

E Math. 25. 34, 33, 36-  this'ſuperlative, inefti- 
| mable Recompence of Ty and "Chair: ; (tobe ad- 
| mitted. to everlaſting Habitations in the Phraſe of 
my Text) which cannot'enter into us to underſtand, 

x we enter into 'it to poſleſs ir, the Lord: of. his 
| if Mercy make us Partakers, for the merits of 
| his bleſſed Son, by the Influences of his holy Spirit ; 
to which ſacred Trinity, be aſcribed Glory, © Ho- 
; —S Might, Majeſty and Pa this Gay, and 
for ever. 


— 


AD YERTISEMENT 
TD is ue 4 _— The Mirror of Martyrs : 

| the firſt ax | d Part : lively expreſſing,” in 
a ſhort view; the Femme of their Faith, the Fervency 0 

_ their Love, the Wiſdom of their Sayings, the Patie 


of their Sufferings, with their Prayers and PREY 
for their laſt Farewel, 


